CAMBODIA  &  THE KHMERS
BUILDING   THE   ROYAL   RESTING-PLACE This catafalque displays the still-existing creative powers of the Cambodians.    More than 2,000 years ago they built cities and raised monuments which by reason of their size and grandeur ranked high among the architectural masterpieces of the world
migration of Chinese, who excel the little Annam folk in the art of monopolising every trade, is gripping Cambodia and draining it, In ancient times the Cambodian was a grand city builder, but
now he dislikes even a village crowd. He prefer* a lonely house on a rice field, or on a forest upland, and builds it on piles some six feet from the ground. Its height saves him from tiger attack in the forest region, and from the great river floods of the Mekong and Great Lake country. Here he is a waterman and a landsman according to the season, and uses the same road b}T boat or oxcart in turn.
A remarkable handyman, he makes his own tools, boat, and cart, and displays in his work a fine traditional craftsmanship. He has, besides, many of the qualities of a nobleman fallen into the condition of a peasant fisherman jfceing courteous, refined in taste, and a lover of literature. He seems ever to be meditating upon the vanished glories of his race. All Cambodians can read and write.
Every   child   goes   to school in one of the old temples. The most remote forest  community is not neglected, for everywhere in the kingdom there are temples built in the old days, many of which have not yet been discovered by Europeans, and when a   re-settlement is made by one of them the priestly teachers return.    Even in depopulated regions small bands of religious men at tunes maintain in a deadly jungle the old service of the   shrine,   and   jungle folk, who have forgotten both names and rites of Siva,  Rama,  and other favourite  deities  of   the  past,   make pilgrimages to the desolate holy places. Some of them are also said to guard
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